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Why Do: Appropriate use of manipulatives for concept and skill practice has been 
shown consistently to foster learning and aid retention. 
 
How To: Use file folders and self-stick notes to create reusable activities. Make the self-
stick notes for the activity for the students or dictate activity-specific content and have 
students write out the self-stick notes themselves. Label the folders according to unit 
and content type for easy storage and retrieval. 
 
General Principles for Folder Activities: 
• Use decodable vocabulary. The emphasis of the activity is to practice specific 

concepts or skills. It is critical that the words used follow the scope and sequence. 
• Include items in sorting activities that do not fit the sort. This encourages thinking 

about the concepts. 
• Provide a “Think Space” area for sorts. Students use this space if they are uncertain 

about a word or phrase. 
• Student use of Folder Activities: 
• Individual use: Manipulate the self-stick notes according to the targeted concept or 

skill. 
• Partner use: Read the words while a partner determines the column into which the 

word fits. After completing the sort, both students check their work for accuracy. 
 

The type of folder activity dictates the content. Possible folder activities: 
 

• Alphabetize: Arrange decodable vocabulary from the current or previous units into 
alphabetical order. 
 

• Word Sorts: Sort groups of words into the designated categories.  Select 
vocabulary from the current or previous units for the elements targeted in the sort. 
 

• Phoneme Discrimination: Choose two or three phonological elements. This sort 
must be one in pairs. 
 

                               
Alphabetize    Phoneme Discrimination 
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• Grammar Sort: Choose two or three grammar concepts. 
 

• Semantic Sort: Select words that can be grouped according to meaning. For a 
closed sort, provide the label for the categories. For an open sort, have students 
generate the category labels. 

 

                
Grammar Sort       Semantic Sort 
 
 

• Syllable Sort: Choose two or more syllable types to sort. Write or dictate the 
syllables for the sort. Use syllables from real multisyllable words (e.g., mar-ket, rab-
bit, si-lo). 
 

• Word and Phrase Sort: Use words and phrases from the current or previous units. 
Sort them according to the comprehension questions that they answer. 

 

         
Syllable Sort  Word Phrase Sort 
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Sentence Unscramble: Use sentences from the decodable text or sentence dictation 
activities. Write one word from the sentences per self-stick note. Place the words in 
mixed-up order on the top half of the folder. Unscramble the sentence by placing the 
words in the correct sequence on the bottom half of the folder. Point out the use of 
Sentence Signals, capital letters, and punctuation to identify the correct word order. 

 
Fill-in-the-Blanks: Use this type of folder activity to practice multiple ways to spell the 
same sound (e.g., / k / = c, k, or -ck). Place multiple self-stick notes for the target 
elements on the top half of the folder (e.g., k or -ck). Write the word with a blank for the 
missing element on the bottom half of the folder (e.g., duck). 
 

           
Sentence Unscramble    Fill-in-the-Blanks 
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• Tic-Tac-Toe: This variation of folder activities can be created in two ways:  The 

words or syllables can be written directly on the folder or on selfstick notes. If written 
on the folder, play the game by covering the words to get three in a row. If written on 
self-stick notes, play the game by moving the self-stick notes onto the grid to get 
three in a row—vertically, horizontally, or diagonally. 

 
• Essential Words: Use Essential Words from the current or previous units to make 

this tic-tac-toe grid. 
 
• Syllable Types: Use two types of syllables (e.g., closed and rcontrolled).  Write 

examples of the two syllable types on individual self-stick notes. Place all of one type 
of syllable on the same color self-stick notes. Place the notes on the top half of the 
folder. Draw a blank tic-tac-toe grid on the bottom half of the folder. Rather than x 
and o, the type of syllable is used to designate the player’s move. 

 

            
Tic-Tac-Toe     Syllable Types 


